
Berkeley County Board of Elections&Voter Registration
Minutes - January 13, 2022 Meeting

Call to Order
The meeting of the Berkeley County Board of Elections & Voter Registration was he ld in the office of Berkeley County Elections

and Vote r Registration on Thursday, January 13, 2022. fhe meeting was called to order by Chairman Don Saturday.

Commissioners Present
Don Satu rday, Don Rose, J udy M oody, Je rry Robe rts, Wade Arnette, Dare lTrout, Frances Taylor, Leon Brown and Pam lam b. Let
the record showthere is a quorum.

Previous Meeting Minutes
The minutes from the November 4, 2021, meeting were approved.

Director's Report
1". U pcoming special e lection HD- 97, (Mandy Kimmons) filing is ope n until Saturday, I anuary 15'h at noon. Dorcheste r and

Colleton cou nties are the predominate counties for th is House Seat but Be rke ley has 1 precinct in this d istrict, Wassamasaw 2

with 101 registe red voters. Ms. Brown notes these vote rs were originally in Dorchester County u ntil a writ was se nt from the
state and the county line redrew the m into Be rkeley Cou nty. lf the re is a primary election it wou ld be held March 8,2022, wilh
ce rtification on March 10, 2022. lf runoll is ne cessary it wou ld be he ld March 22nd with certif ication March 24th. Ge neralelection
is May 17h with certification Friday, May 20th.

2. Town Of Bonne au will hold town election on M ay 10. They have a M u n icipal Election Com m ission and will certify their resu lts.

3. City ofCharlestonheldspecial city council raceforDistrictl.Tuesday,Januaryllth.CharlestonCountywill certifythat election
today at noon in the Berke ley Cou nty Office. Over 95% of the voters for that District live in Be rke ley cou nty since is it the Danie I

lsland, Cle me nts Fe rry Rd area. Be rke ley Commissione rs are we lcome to attend their meeting today but it is not necessary.

The re will be a runoff election Jan uary 25th and will ce rtify with that ce rtification on Jan uary 27th.

4. There have bee n severalbills pre-filed in the State House and State Se nate. Senator Davis and Rep. Newton, both from
Beaufort have filed:

a. 5895 and HR4621 wou ld determine who may cond uct voter registration d rives and what crite ria the SEC will make for
those persons orgroups conducting those drives.

b. 5893 which is same as HR 4622 states that a witness to an absentee ballot can not witness more than 5 ballots.
Chairman Saturday asks if there is a system in place to enforce and Ms. Brown says they do not check witness signatures
because the re is no syste m in place to check that. lt is unclear how it can be e nforced if passed.

c. 5892 would have SEC purchase all ballot cards for each election instead of the counties paying that costs which is

substantial. Hopef ully that wou ld improve some of the supply chain delays as we ll.

5. Cand id ates' f iling for the Primaries ope ns March 16'h at noon and will go thru March 3Oh at noon. ln addition to the statewide
offices, Berke ley Cou nty Council districts 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8 and Cou nty officials are up for re-election with the exce ption of the
Aud itor and the Treasurer,

6. A survey was sent to members near the end of theyeartodetermineif there should be a mid-year SCARE

conference in Beaufort for 2 days perhaps in April. Berkeley budget currently has no funds to allow for anyone to
attend a SCARE conference.

7, Newpoll manage rs' handbooks willbe available neartheendof April.Therewill bemanychangestothe man ual, including
the use of the e lectron ic poll books. The 5EC will be cond ucting train ing sessions in Fe bruary on the electronic poll books.



8.Unansweredquestionsfromourlastmeetingincludedthenewwaythattheresulttapesareprintingandtheamountoftime
it take s to generate the information. M s, Brown has called the S EC to ask about the programing but so fa r has no response from
them. Ms. Brown had a copy of the DMV question pertainingto VoterRegistration which had bee n a problem for a Moncks
Cornervoterin N ove m ber municipalele ction. At the certification we could not count the ballots in question but we were u nsu re

if the word ing was adequate for vote rs. After seeing the actual question concerning vote r registration on the DMV form, it does
seem that it is adequate.

9. State ethics forms are due March 31st. check email to make sure you received the links.

Old Business:

Reminder cell phones should be turned off during meetings

New Business:

1. Proposed meeting Schedule: Thursday, MarchlOth, Friday, May20th,Thursday,.June 16th, Canvassers

meetings for certification of elections at 10am followed by the Commissioners meetings at 10:30am. lf a
runoff is necessary following the statewide Primary, Canvassers will meet for certification on June 30th at
10am.

2. We will meet prior to the General Election, a date TBD, probably in October.

PublicComments
1.. RalphRohrssen:announcedthathehasbeenappointedasanewElectionCommissioner,awaitingfortheGovernor'soffice

to com plete the process. He hopes to be serving by next me eting and is looking forward to se rving.

2. League of Wome n Vote rs - Laurie Stein ke, asked with M r. Rohrsse n's im pending appointme nt if someone was leaving the
boardorifaseatisbeingadded.Mr.Saturdayacknowledgedthatthereare2replacementsthatheisawareof,thesecondwill
be Truman lv'letts. Mr. Rohrssen and Mr. Metts are replacing Mrs. Moody and Mr. Arnette.

3.Bill Sealand:attendingbecauseheisinterestedintheElectionsandtheworkthattheBoarddoes.

4. Barry Rickards: asks that the minutes from the meetings be posted online and that it is difficult to find information on the
Cou nty we bsite.

5. Lau rie Ste inke: pointed out that the section with information about Boa rd me m be rs and sched u les wasn't working untiljust
prior to this meeting and was only availa ble as a download. Also, the section about polling precincts were non-f unctioning until
th is morning. M s. Brown will speak with county lT on these issues. Laurie was also conce rned that Daniel lsland School was still
listed as polling location on SC Votes. M s. Brown noted that City of Charleston chose the ir location for their rece nt special
e lection, but the default f or Be rke ley County remains Dan ie I lsland School u n less it is off icially cha nged.

Next MeetinB
Th u rsday March L0, 2022 at 10:00 for certification of the special election followed by a meeting at 10:30.

Adjournment - A motion was made and seconded to adjou rn the meeting. Meeting adjou rned.


